
 

Progressive Christian hymns with 21st Century lyrics 

The lyrics of these four new hymns have been written in the 
current decade, to meet the needs of a progressive faith 
community. 

While we describe ourselves as a progressive and inclusive 
Presbyterian Church, there’s a range of theological 
understanding and faith expression within the community of 
St Andrew’s on The Terrace. This variety is reflected in the 
words of these hymns. 

 

 

About the hymns 

Searching for your life around us 

Words © Fiona McDougal 

"Searching for the life around us" was written for a Trinity 
Sunday service. It grew out of reflection on the theme of how 
we experience and embody God in our lives and the world. It is 
set to a traditional Scottish tune. 

 

He Waiata mō Aotearoa (Song for Aotearoa) 

Words by Bronwyn White (Creative Commons Licence) 

Originally written for a Matariki service, this waiata also fits in 
the Season of Creation and other occasions when we 
acknowledge our whakapapa and give thanks for our 
turangawaewae. 

 



 

In our world we find delight (Creation Hymn) 

Words © Susan Jones, Music © Vivien Chiu 

Written for use during the Season of Creation, this hymn is 
intended to be sung in a ‘kitset’ fashion. The first and last verses 
are always to be sung. In between, insert as many verses as you 
wish to match the week’s Creation theme. 

You can find all fourteen verses in the Resources section of the 
Progressive Christianity Aotearoa website. 

 

We walk the way that has no end 

Words by Bronwyn White (Creative Commons Licence) 

Written for an Easter service, the words lead us from the 
despair of Good Friday to the celebration of Easter Sunday, and 
beyond.  he spiral path is a concept from (Progressive) 
Buddhism, and might also relate to a labyrinth. 

 

Usage rights 

You are welcome to use these hymns in your home church or 
faith community, with acknowledgement and under the same 
licencing arrangements. All words and music are reproduced 
here with permission from the respective lyricist or musician, or 
under CCLI Licence 341550. 

Also included with Shirley Murray’s permission is “To 
Compassion and Justice”, with words by the late V Rev John 
Murray and a new tune © Vivien Chiu. 

 

https://progressivechristianityaotearoa.com/resources/liturgy-prayers-hymns-poetry/in-our-world-we-find-delight/


 

Searching for your life around us 
Words © Fiona McDougal 

Music: Ae fond kiss (Scottish traditional) 

(1) 
Searching for your life around us,  
listening for your presence in us,  
open to your invitation,  
offering you our warm attention.  
 
(2) 
We’re surprised to rediscover  
depths of love between each other  
can be found, and carefully tended,  
grow from seed to fruit full ripened. 
 
(3) 
Grounded in God’s healing goodness,  
fed by streams unseen, deep rooted,  
we with courage move to offer  
what we’ve found now to the “other.” 
 
(4) 
Joy there shall be in that giving,  
peace and hope be in our living  
lives that glow with depth of meaning,  
embodying now God’s touch of healing. 



 



 

He Waiata mō Aotearoa (Song for Aotearoa) 

Words: Bronwyn Angela White (2012) 
Tune: Hanover (O worship the king) 

 

(1) 
 Give thanks for Creation: orokohanga 
that cosmic explosion—our whakapapa; 
for logos and mythos, for spirit and word 
give thanks for the ethos through which they are heard. 

 
(2)  
 Remember ngā tūpuna—those gone before 
their stars shining on us in Aotearoa 
for we are the ashes of stars as they die 
niho taniwha on the cloak of the sky. 

 
(3) 
 Give thanks for the speakers: nga kaikōrero 
we hear and we listen—aroā whakarongo. 
With courage, with passion we greet the new day 
nga pā harakeke of cosmos and clay. 
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Kahutoi Te Kanawa, ‘Te raranga me te whatu – Tāniko and tukutuku’, Te Ara – the Encyclopedia of New Zealand 

 



 

 
 
 
Definition of te reo Māori words and phrases from online Māori 

Dictionary and Te Ara: The Encyclopaedia of New Zealand 

 

Orokohanga 

Origin, beginning, creation, evolution 

 

Nga tūpuna 

ancestors, grandparents - western dialect variation of tīpuna 

 

Niho taniwha 

Saw-edged pattern of tukutuku panels and in the tāniko weaving on 

the hems of cloaks. The principal motif that represents the realm of 

mythology and a chief's lineage from the gods. Also symbolises 

family houses within the tribe. 
 

Tāniko is a method of decorative weaving used especially to 

decorate the borders of fine garments. 

 

Nga kaikōrero 

Speaker(s), narrator(s) 

 

Aroā whakarongo 

Listening comprehension 

 

Nga pā harakeke 

Flax bush, generations - a metaphor used to represent the gene 

pools inherited by children from their two parents and the passing of 

attributes down the generations. 



 

In our world we find delight (Creation Hymn) 
Words © Susan Jones (2016) 

Music © Vivien Chiu (2016)

(1)  
In our world we find delight 
for creation, day and night, 
brings us solace, joy; 
Spirit grows, refreshes, gleams 
as the earth fuels richer dreams 
just by being here; 

May this beauty never end 
May this solace always be here 
May the human race take notice  
and show divine compassion. 

 

(3)  
Tui, iridescent coat, 
singing from a trembling throat 
crowns New Zealand’s bush; 
Kererū with mighty wings, 
blue and purple plumage brings 

to New Zealand’s bush; 
May this beauty never end 
May this iridescence stay here 
May the human race take notice 
and show divine compassion. 

 

(2)  
Maui dolphin skims the waves 
grey and sleek, graceful at play 
Aotearoa’s child; 
Paua clings beneath the tide 
hiding beauty deep inside 
Aotearoa’s jewel; 

May this beauty never end 
May this blueness always be here 
May the human race take notice  
and show divine compassion. 

(4)  
Mountains march to distant heights 
Wilderness tests all our might 
where the tussocks blow; 
Windswept tors define the land 
desert plateaus, mountains stand 
old eruptions’ scars; 

May this beauty never end. 
May this rock and earth 
       remain here. 
May the human race take notice 
and show divine compassion. 

 

(5)  
It’s a mystery who made this— 
evolution, hand-made care— 
multiple ideas. 
But it’s not a mystery who 
Needs to care for green and blue -  
We have all been charged 

To make sure this never ends 
That this beauty does remain here 
That the human race takes notice 
And shows divine compassion. 



 

 



 

We walk the way that has no end 
Words: Bronwyn Angela White (2012) 

Tune: Winchester (Ride on, ride on in majesty) 
 
Matthew 27: 50-52 NIV “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his 
spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The 
earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people 
who had died were raised to life.” 
 

(1) We walk in silence while the earth 
Quivers and cracks beneath our feet 
Swallows our dreams and shatters worth 
Solemn, we trudge to hearts’ dull beat. 

 
(2) We walk while singing, motley choir 

of traitors, lovers, meek and proud 
Small sparks of apostolic fire 
light up the path, lighten the shroud. 

 
(3) We walk in solidarity 

and sing of hope that never dies 
We march to end disparity 
graves open as our spirits rise. 

 
(4) We walk the way that has no end 

Free to evolve, transform our creed 
Hearts, torn like curtains, start to mend 
Love rising now in word, in deed. 

 
(5) There are no strangers on the way 

Just travellers who will soon be friends 
And destination—there is none: 
A spiral path that never ends. 
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 To compassion and justice we commit 
 

To compassion and justice, we commit ourselves. 
To the care and nurture of the earth, we commit ourselves. 
To work out your love and purpose, we commit ourselves. 

 



 

St Andrew’s on The Terrace 
Presbyterian Church 
30 The Terrace, Wellington 
www.standrews.org.nz 
 
 

    
 

 
 

Progressive Christianity Aotearoa 
is an informal network of churches, individuals and faith communities. 

 

www.progressivechristianityaotearoa.com 
Our website is a space for people exploring just living, spirituality and faith with 

21st Century sensibilities, especially in a South Pacific and Aotearoa New Zealand context. 

http://www.standrews.org.nz/
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